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Hello, My name is Carla Car.  
Come with me to Explore Ulster 
County.  We will visit different 
parts of Ulster County and learn 
some of its history. 

 

Ulster County 1934 



Since we are touring Ulster County, 
lets look at the Government seal.  
No, not the animal,  but a design or 
emblem belonging to the county 
which bears an imprint and is put on 
documents to show they are 
official. 

In the 1800’s this was the seal of Ulster County. 

Look at both seals.  List three things in them that are the same. 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
List three things on the seals that are different. 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Why do you think the seal was changed? 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

In 1974 the seal was changed to look like this. 



Imagine you had to create a 
seal to represent you or your 
family.  Think of three 
symbols you would put on the 
seal.  What words would you 
put around the edge? 



 

On January 24, 1682 Geertruy Govertsen and Michiel deModt signed a deed 
buying land called Sawankonck from the Esopus Indians.  The Indians were 
paid with goods, not money (this is called bartering- when you trade one thing 
for another and no money is used). 

Let’s start at the 
southern part of Ulster 
County in the township  

of Shawangunk. 

Geertruy Bruyn by Nehemiah Partridge (1683-1737), Collection of the 

Senate House Historic Site, New York State Office of Parks, Recreation 

and Historic Preservation, Kingston, New York 



 Do you think this 
was a good 
trade—trading 
land for clothes 
and other goods? 

 
This is what the Esopus Indians 

got for the land: 
 Eight blankets, fourteen cloth 

Strowaters, four guns, four 
kettles, seven children’s coats 
of duffel, six Siappen, and two 

anckers of rum. 
 

 
Each Esopus 
Indian made a 

mark (symbol) by 
his name, which 
was written by 
the Secretary  
of the Court, 

William 
Montagne. 



Can  you find the words that are in 
the land deed? 

Q G E E R T R U Y T T N V R S 

S C N D R S E E T D Y O B F T 

I P L J U C A N S B Z L S M R 

A Y S P L F E W D G F T K Y O 

P I H V C R F E A P V U H R W 

P E I U D N K E G N R V E A A 

E Z D L Q I D E L S K O J T T 

N X I T T A F P U S Z O K E E 

B H L C J A N C K E R S N R R 

C N O F O M W D M E C Z A C S 

L B L A N K E T S F T D G E K 

O C Y S M L H F C O A T S S M 

T N E S O P U S O K B W L E A 

H X Z Q J F S V M I C H I E L 

L D M B O V L T H I M Q N D S 

ESOPUS 

SAWANKONCK 

GEERTRUY 

MICHIEL 

BLANKETS 

CLOTH 

STROWATERS 

KETTLES 

CHILDREN 

COATS 

DUFFEL 

ANCKERS 

SIAPPEN 

SECRETARY 



 

This is part of the 1905 New York 
State census.  
 
There are 11 families listed on 
this page.   
 
How many people are listed as a 
Farmer or Fruit Grower?   
_________________________________    
 
How many Farm laborers are 
listed? __________________________ 
 
 
One of the families listed is  
Dennis Mahoney.  
 
Can you find him?  How old is he? 
_________________________________ 
 
 
His son is listed as a farm laborer.   
 
What is his name? _______________ 
 
How old is he? __________________ 

 

 



Look at Line 1.  It shows that Dennis Mahoney had orchards.  What type of fruit did he grow?__________________  
How large was his orchard? _______acres.  He had ____________peach trees.  How many bushels did he harvest?  
__________   How much money did he make that year?  __________ 

Here is an article from 
the New York Times 
newspaper written in  
September 1883 about the 
peach crop. 

Can you find three places where the fruit 
is grown? 
 

________________________________________ 

 

What three ways was the fruit shipped?  
 

 _______________________________________ 

 

Where was the fruit being shipped to?  
 

________________________________________ 

 

 

This is part of the 1880 Federal census that gives information about Dennis Mahoney’s farm. 



This page for orchard 

I planted so many trees.  
Can you find the tree 
that does not match any 
other tree in the orchard? 

 

 
 

 
 



We are heading north to the 
hamlet of Port Ewen in the 
Township of Esopus where 
many people were involved in 
shipping and boats. 

The steamship Mary Powell, perhaps the 
best-known American side-wheeler of the 
nineteenth century, was honored as the 
“Queen of the Hudson” for her style and 
speed.  Her captain was Absalom 
Anderson who lived in Port Ewen. 
 
Here is a picture of the Mary Powell 
steaming up the Hudson River from New 
York City.  There is a lot of traffic on the 
river. What other types of boats can you 
see? 



How many towns did the Mary Powell stop at on the trip north?  ______ 

What other transportation could people ride at Poughkeepsie?  _______ 

Which day did the Mary Powell not sail?  ________________ 

What time did the Mary Powell leave Rondout on its trip south to New York City? _______ 

What time did the steamship reach New York City?  __________ 

Why do you think meals were served at all times?___________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

I’m Captain Absalom Anderson of Port Ewen...  
The Mary Powell had only two captains for most of 
her years of operation: me and my son, Captain A. 
Eltinge Anderson.  We kept a “Family Boat” so that 
all passengers conducted themselves properly. If 
they did not, we might put them ashore at the next 
landing.  

This is the schedule of the Mary Powell as it is 
written on the bottom of the picture: 



Can you help the 
Mary Powell find the 
route from Rondout 
to New York City 
without getting lost? 

New York City 

Rondout  



In the 1800’s many children whose parents could not support them were indentured (signed 
a contract) to master craftsmen who agreed to teach them a trade.  As apprentices 
(trainees) they were usually bound until they were 21 years old. Apprentice John Andrew 
Cooper began his service when he was 10 years old.  This is a copy of his contract.   
Lets see what it says: 

The name of the master 
craftsman who will teach 
him his trade 
______________________ 

John’s age in 1859 
_____________________ 

When John will be finished 
with his apprenticeship 
______________________ 

The trade that John would learn 
_________________________________ 
 
The education John would receive 
__________________________________ 
 
What John would receive when he 
finished his apprenticeship 
__________________________________ 

Just across the Ron-
dout Creek from Port 
Ewen is Kingston, the 
only city in Ulster 
County. 



The signature of both John 
Andrew Cooper and  

John Acker 

That’s right!  Coopers were craftsmen who made barrels or tubs which: 
• Held flour, gunpowder, tobacco and other commodities 
• Were used as shipping containers 
• Stored liquids from syrup to milk. 

N
ew

ar
k

 L
im

e 
&

 C
em

en
t 

C
o
m

p
an

y
 W

o
rk

er
s,

 f
ro

m
 J

o
h

n
 F

. 
M

at
th

ew
s 

C
o
ll

ec
ti

o
n

 



A barrel is usually made up of oak staves, or 
strips, which have been shaped into a bulging 
cylinder.  This made the barrel easy to roll 
The staves were held in place by six to eight 
hoops that circle the barrel, spaced along its 
length.  They hold the staves together and 
make the barrel stronger. 

Try your hand at being a cooper.  Put the following six 
hoops in numerical order so they can hold the staves 
together and make a barrel that has this shape. The 
first one has been done for you. 

1 



    

The Ulster and Delaware Railroad 
ran from Kingston, New York 
through the Catskill Mountains all 
the way to Oneonta, New York.   
 
It was built in 1866 and continued 
running until 1979.  
  
Farmers used the railroad to ship 
their milk, cheese, cream, grain and 
other products.  
 
The U&D also brought to the people 
who lived in the Catskills their mail, 
newspapers, and relatives and 
friends from far away. 
  
Businesses used the railroad to 
transport coal, stone, ice and various 
wood products. 
   
It also brought people to  hotels  and 
boarding houses that were built in 
the Catskills.  
 

Boiceville in the Town of Olive, was a 
stop on the Ulster and Delaware 
route.   
 
Look at the picture.  What do you 
think are the different reasons 
people are waiting for the train? 
_____________________________________ 
_____________________________________ 



One of the first stops on the railroad was the 
West Hurley Station in the Town of Hurley.   
 

In 1830 a fine quality shale, known as  
Blue Stone, was discovered near there.   

 
The railroad carried the finished stone from 

the quarries to Kingston to be sold.   
 

The stone was used for road curbing,  
sidewalks and building facades. 

The Grand Hotel was owned by the Ulster 
and Delaware Railroad.  It was built in 1881 
and had 418 rooms.   
 
It was located at “Highmount”, the highest 
point on the Ulster and Delaware Railroad 
line, in the township of Shandaken.   
 
It was also the last stop in Ulster County.   
 
It is now the site of the Belleayre  
Mountain ski resort.  Wouldn’t you  
like to have stayed in this hotel? 

For this part of our 
trip we are hitching a 
ride on the Ulster and 
Delaware Railroad. 



All Aboard!!!  Can you find 
the towns that the railroad 
passed through?  Remember 
to start at Kingston and 
travel to the Grand Hotel!!!  
(You have to turn the page 
sideways). 

N
 



In the 1800’s Ellenville prospered as a canal town and 
manufacturing center, particularly with the making of 

pottery and glass.   
 

In 1869 the Ellenville Glassworks was one of the largest 
glass factories in the United States, employing  about 
540 people, including many women and children, who 

covered the bottles with a basket work of willow twigs 
raised on the company’s Willow Lot.  In 1871 the glass 

works covered twelve acres of ground.   

We are leaving the northern 
part of Ulster County and 
traveling south toward the 
village of Ellenville in the 
Rondout Valley. 

Collection of the Ellenville Public Library and Museum, Ellenville, New York 



George Miller, a glass blower from England, came to Ellenville to work at the Glass Factory 
in 1835.  His son, John was born in 1846.  This section of the 1860 Federal Census shows that 
George and his son, Thomas, were employed as glassblowers and another son, John, was an 
apprentice (learning how to be a glassblower). 

Ten years later, in the 1870 Federal Census, John Miller was still employed as a glassblower. 

A glassblower would blow 
through a long  pipe and 

shape the bottle by rolling it 
on a stone slab. 

 
Look how long the pipe is 

that the glassblower is using.  
He has to be up on a stand to 

be able to do his job. 
 

Glassblowers were the most 
important people in the  

factory since they crafted the 
bottles that were being made.   

 
They could earn as much as 

$10 to $13 a day depending on 
the size of the bottles they 

made. 



The Ellenville Glass Works factory was located near the D&H Canal and had two slips 
(loading spots for canal boats) on the canal from which it received raw materials and 
shipped finished glass ware.  Can you find the factory?  Can you find two other places 
along the canal that are marked Ellenville Glassworks? 

 
What other means of shipping goods is shown on this map? 



Here is a map of the same part of Ellenville today.  See if you can locate the 
spot where the Glassworks Factory once stood. 

  HINT!  Look for streets 
that have the same name 
to help you. 



 

Put the right number at each location and then draw a line connecting the numbers 
 

1. Town of Shawangunk 
2. Hamlet  of Milton in the Town of Marlborough  
3. Hamlet of Port Ewen in the Town of Esopus 
4. City of Kingston 
5. Hamlet of West Hurley in the Town of Hurley 
6. Hamlet of Boiceville in the Town of Olive   
7. Town of Shandaken  
8. The Village of Ellenville in the Town of Wawarsing  
  

Now that you have explored Ulster 
County and learned some things 
about its history, take a last trip 
with me to the different places you 
learned about.   



Congratulations, you have traveled all 
around Ulster County and learned some 
interesting facts about its history.   
 
Now let’s see how successful you were 
in answering the questions and  
completing the puzzles. 

Ulster County Seal 

 

These things the same: they are both round, they have a man, a house, a sheaf of wheat; they 

both say “seal of Ulster County, State of New York. 
 
These things different:  The men are wearing different clothing; the 1974 seal has  

mountains in it and a date; the man in the 1974 seal has a sword; the 1800’s seal has a jagged 

edge and the 1974 seal has a double line around the edge. 
 
Why the seal was changed:  The county wanted the picture to look more like1683, the year 

that Ulster County was formed. 

Milton Tree Orchard 

Milton  

8 Farmers/Fruit Growers, 6 laborers.  Dennis Mahoney is 64.   

His son John is 26. 

 

Fruit is grown in Milton, Highland, West Park, Esopus, Tivoli and 

Germantown.    Fruit is transported by train, boat & car.  Fruit is 

shipped to New England, Canada, Boston, New York and Chicago. 

 

Dennis Mahoney grew peaches.  He had 4 acres and 400 trees.  He 

harvested 230 bushels.  He earned $250 

Shawangunk Word Maze 

Esopus & the Mary Powell 

The Mary Powell made 10 stops on the trip north. 

 

People could ride the train at Poughkeepsie. 

 

Mary Powell did not sail on Sunday. 

 

The trip south began at 5:30 am and arrived in New York City at 

10:45 am. 

Q G E E R T R U Y T T N V R S 

S C N D R S E E T D Y O B F T 

I P L J U C A N S B Z L S M R 

A Y S P L F E W D G F T K Y O 

P I H V C R F E A P V U H R W 

P E I U D N K E G N R V E A A 

E Z D L Q I D E L S K O J T T 

N X I T T A F P U S Z O K E E 

B H L C J A N C K E R S N R R 

C N O F O M W D M E C Z A C S 

L B L A N K E T S F T D G E K 

O C Y S M L H F C O A T S S M 

T N E S O P U S O K B W L E A 

H X Z Q J F S V M I C H I E L 

L D M B O V L T H I M Q N D S 



1 

6 

2 or 5 

2 or 5 

3 or 4 

3 or 4 

Kingston Barrel Hoops 

Stations along the Ulster 

and Delaware Route 

through Ulster County 

 

1. Kingston 

2. Stony Hollow 

3. West Hurley 

4. Glenford 

5. Ashokan 

6. Shokan 

7. Boiceville 

8. Coldbrook 

9. Beechford 

10. Mount Tremper 

11. Phoenicia 

12. Allaben 

13. Shandaken 

14. Big Indian 

15. Pine Hill 

16. Grand Hotel 

Location of the Glass Factory today 

Map of the trip around Ulster County 
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Route of the Mary Powell 

Kingston Apprentice John Andrew Cooper 

John is 10 years old in 1859.  John Ackers is the 

master craftsman who will teach him his trade.  The 

apprenticeship will finish on February 4, 1869.  John 

will learn coopering (barrel-making) and how to read 

& write.  When he has completed his apprenticeship, 

John will be provided with “necessary working 

clothes and a spare suit together with a new bible”. 



A publication of the Ulster County Clerk’s  
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Hope you  

enjoyed  

the ride! 

http://www.co.ulster.ny.us/archives

