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Article from the Kingston Daily Freeman, July 19, 1967 
 
Article: 

Mrs. Brownlee attended Kingston High School. She attended Chic School of Design and worked at several famed 
wedding gown manufacturing establishments, as a combined model and assistant designer. 
 While in that phase of designing junior dresses for Bonwit Teller, and sport blouses and shirts which had been 
made in Kingston.  She moved into another phase of modeling, commercial photography and television photography.  
She married and had a daughter Ardis, who is familiarly known to her friends as “Pixie,” who marked her 10th birthday 
on Bastile Day, July 14. 
 Her husband was David J. Brown, who had the largest beauty salon in New York City at the time.  She became 
interested in public relations work at that time and “talked my way into a job” at the Studio Club in Mt. Version by 
promising a great art exhibit from Woodstock. 
 “The exhibit was great” Mrs. Brownlee said. “and included Woodstock greats John Pike, Eugene Speicher, Kan 
Downer, John McClellan and many others.  This led to the modeling at the Hotel Delmonico publicity job, Alan Dale Kay 
Armen and others. 
 Mrs. Brownlee has among her students at the local airport attorneys, doctors, businessmen and women, 
teenagers and elderly including many prominent area residents.  Some students mentioned by the flight instructor are 
Madeline Eyles, Janet Livingston, a descendant of one of the signers of the original Constitution, Dr. Patricia Wanning of 
Ulster Landing. 
 
Photo Caption: 
MAPPING FLIGHT – Gale Brownlee of Woodstock points to various locations in the area on map before taking off with 
Freeman Reporter Walter S. Clark, Jr., for flight over sections of Ulster and Dutchess Counties.  Her flying career began in 
September, 1963. (Freeman photo by Kruh) 
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News Post from Ninety-Nine News, February 1968 edition, Greater New York Chapter 
 
Woodstock, N.Y., member, GALE BROWNLEE, has just been awarded the first Doris Mullen Whirly-Girls Scholarship of 
$500 at the annual Helicopter Assn. of America Convention in Las Vegas.  Another rather unusual honor came to GALE a 
few weeks ago.  The first woman to get a license at the new Kingston-Ulster Airport, she’s now Instrument rated and an 
Instructor (she gave the third lady pilot at Kingston a ticket…prospect DR. PATRICIA WANNING), with charter duties to 
boot.  Gale was asked to take a charter from Albany to Kingston in a 182 – at night – with passenger ROBERT F. KENNEDY 
on board.  The Senator complimented her on her “fine and proficient” flying. 
 


